Shall  We  Go 
Forward  ? 


BY  REV.  C.  F.  REID. 


"THE  PEOPLE  THAT  DO  KNOW 
THEIR  GOD  SHALL  BE  STRONG.  AND 
DO  EXPLOITS.’-DANIEL  XI.  32. 


Shall  me  Ge  forward  ? 


If  ever  there  was  a time  in  the  history  of  the 
World  when  the  children  of  light  were  called  upon 
to  gird  themselves  for  high  endeavor  and  valient 
exploits,  surely  that  time  is  the  initial  year  of  the 
twentieth  century.  With  scientific  research,  me- 
chanical invention,  and  commercial  enterprise 
every  day  bringing  to  pass  mighty  achievements 
far  outstripping  the  wildest  dreams  of  the  gener- 
ation behind  us,  it  would  be  an  ineffaceable  dis- 
grace were  those  representing  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  humanity  the  only  ones  to  adopt  a weak 
and  hesitating  policy  and  stand  idly  mouthing  rhe- 
torical platitudes  to  the  music  of  “ sounding  brass 
and  tinkling  cymbals,-’  while  with  gigantic  strides 
the  other  great  forces  of  the  age  pass  by  in  scorn. 

If  this  be  true  of  the  great  Church  Catholic,  it 
has  special  point  for  our  Southern  Methodism. 
Rising  Phoenix-like  from  the  smouldering  ashes 
of  desolated  homes  and  desecrated  churches,  see 
what  a large  place  God  has  made  for  her ! Having 
added  to  her  a multitude  of  communicants  and 
close  adherents  quite  equal  in  number  to  the 
mighty  host  led  out  by  Moses,  high  honor  and  ma- 
terial prosperity  have  been  showered  with  un- 
stinted hand  upon  her  sons. 

We  must  now  worship  on  upholstered  seats,  in 
splendid  temples  of  brick  and  fretted  stone,  which 
do  somewhat  minister  to  pride  and  the  compla- 
cent sense  of  having  surpassed  our  neighbors, 
what  time  we  are  in  no  small  danger  of  being 
lulled  to  repose  by  soft  music  and  the  “ dim  relig- 
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ious  liglit”  and  of  forgetting  the  “Man  of  Sor- 
rows” standing  outside,  with  bleeding  feet  and 
breaking  heart,  pleading  with  us  to  “spend  and 
be  spent”  for  a dying  world. 

No  less  at  abroad  than  at  home  has  God  mani- 
festly set  his  seal  upon  our  enterprises.  Planting 
us  at  strategic  points  in  the  mission  fields  we  have 
entered.  Pie  has  by  wise  counsel  and  wisely  chosen 
men  led  us  on  until  we  stand  abreast  with  those 
who  began  the  march  earlier  and  under  more  aus- 
picious circumstances.  He  has  pushed  wide  ajar 
for  us  the  gates  of  the  heathen  world,  and  now 
stands  with  assuring  voice  and  beckoning  hand  in- 
viting us  to  enter  and  possess  the  land. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  a man  went  out  from  us 
to  China  and  was  immediately  appointed  to  pio- 
neer our  work  in  Soochow,  the  capital  of  the  city 
of  the  great  Kiang-su  province  and,  perhaps,  the 
most  prominent  literary  center  of  the  Empire. 
Modest  and  unassuming,  but  possessed  of  excel- 
lent ability,  indefatigable  energy,  and  a warm,  lov- 
ing heart,  he  set  himself  to  his  work  with  a faith 
that  ignored  difficulties  stupendous  enough  to  have 
appalled  a man  of  less  resolute  purpose.  Begin- 
ning with  the  small  nucleus  of  a school,  mostly 
composed  of  boys  brought  from  the  older  work  at 
Shanghai,  he  taught  and  studied,  translating  into 
Chinese  as  he  proceeded  the  text-books  his  pupils 
required.  In  course  of  time  his  books  and  other 
literary  work  became  widely  known,  and  Dr.  A.  P. 
Parker  easily  took  first  rank  among  the  educators 
of  the  Empire. 
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The  same  providence  that  placed  and  kept  Dr. 
Parker  at  Soochow  provided  for  the  needs  of  his 
growing  work.  In  1879,  just  in  the  nick  of  time 
and  opportunity,  a large-hearted  Kentuckian 
founded  Buffington  Institute,  which  has  since  that 
time  been  our  chief  dependence  for  preachers, 
teachers,  and  other  native  workers. 

A few  years  later  another  splendid  opening  oc- 
cmred,  and  then,  too,  was  the  prepared  man  to  enter 
in.  From  the  vantage  ground  of  many  years’  con- 
tact with  the  official  and  higher  classes.  Dr.  Young 
J.  Allen  saw  China’s  need  of  men  for  leadership  in 
several  departments  of  governments  who  should 
be  acquainted  with  the  English  language  and  the 
principles  of  our  Western  education.  None  could 
or  would  undertake  this  work  but  the  missionaries. 

Dr.  Allen  planned  wisely  and  executed  well,  and 
for  many  years  the  Anglo-Chinese  College  has 
been  sending  out  into  various  avenues  of  Chinese 
official  and  commercial  life  men  qualified  for  their 
places  by  a sound  Christian  education. 

Eater  on  the  demand  for  work  similar  to  that 
done  in  the  Anglo-Chinese  College  became  so  ur- 
gent in  Soochow  that  Dr.  David  L.  Anderson  felt 
constrained  to  convert  our  Houg-Kong  property,  in 
the  center  of  the  city,  into  a temporary  school, 
since  which  time  he  and  quite  a force  of  foreign 
and  native  teachers  have  found  their  hands  and 
hearts  more  than  full  in  trying  to  meet  the  respon- 
sibilities thus  thrust  upon  them.  This  work  has 
been  ably  seconded  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Park,  who  has 
not  only  trained  a number  of  medical  students, 
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but  secured  through  his  surgical  skill  and  kindly 
ministry  to  the  sick  such  an  influence  over  the 
official  and  scholarly  class  in  Soochow  as  to  rally 
them  to  the  support  of  the  missionary  enterprise. 

So  we  have  been  led,  and  so  we  have  followed 
on.  Huge  barriers  have  melted  before  us.  Super- 
stition, race  prejudice,  fanatic  hate,  and  bitter  per- 
secution have  given  way,  first,  to  tolerance,  then 
mild  interest,  then  friendliness,  and  finally  confi- 
dence. In  the  lives  of  our  missionaries  has  been 
incarnated  the  life  of  their  Master,  and  what  is  still 
more  potent,  this  incarnation  has  been  reproduced 
in  many  of  the  boys  who  have  gone  out  from  us. 

Gratifying  as  our  advance  has  been,  we  have, 
nevertheless,  of  late  years,  felt  more  and  more 
hampered  by  the  insufficiency  of  our  equipment. 
As  we  have  gradually  won  the  confidence  of  the 
gentry  and  higher  classes  the  demand  for  an  insti- 
tution of  higher  grade  and  much  larger  capacity 
has  forced  itself  upon  us  with  ever-increasing  per- 
sistency, and  we  have  been  longing  and  praying 
for  help  in  this  direction. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  providential  indication 
to  move  forward  came  when  some  prominent  men 
of  Soochow  met  Dr.  Lambuth  a year  ago  last  fall 
with  the  proposition  to  raise  among  themselves 
andj;urn  over  to  us,  without  other  conditions,  the 
sum  of  $25,000,  provided  we  would  undertake  to 
* establish  and  conduct  in  the  city  of  Soochow  an 
educational  institution  somewhat  commensurate 
with  the  demands  ofthat  city  and  the  surrounding 
country.  Our  Board  of  Missions  accepted  this 
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overture,  and  determined  to  correlate  our  entire 
school  work  into  one  system,  with  central  insti- 
tution located  at  Soochow,  having  theological, 
medical,  literary,  and  engineering  departments  of 
a high  grade,  to  be  fed  by  the  lower  schools  at 
Shanghai  and  other  places,  which  should  be  related 
to  the  University  as  preparatory  departments  with 
curriculums  adjusted  to  and  leading  up  to  the 
higher  institution. 

With  the  help  of  the  high  officials  of  the  city 
we  have  secured  and  inclosed  a handsome  campus 
of  about  seven  acres  adjoining  the  grounds  of  Buff- 
ington Institute,  which  will  eventually  be  em- 
braced within  the  limits  and  form  a part  of  the 
University.  Our  Chinese  friends  have  come  for- 
ward with  cash  and  good  subscriptions  to  the 
amount  of  about  $20,000.  One  gentleman  giving 
$5,000,  another  $2,000,  and  several  others  $1,000 
each.  In  fact,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  money 
expended  for  the  campus,  deeds  for  which  are  in 
our  hands,  paid  for,  stamped,  and  sealed  by  the 
proper  authorities,  together  with  the  inclosing 
wall,  has  all  come  from  our  Chinese  friends. 

In  addition  to  this  the  Secretaries  of  the  Board 
have  now  in  hands  and  safe  subscriptions  about 
$30,000  given  by  American  friends  of  the  enter- 
prise. It  is  in  the  mind  of  our  Board  to  raise  in 
all  about  $150,000,  one-third  of  which  amount  will 
be  put  into  buildings  and  apparatus,  and  the  re- 
maining $100,000  to  be  invested  as  permanent  en- 
dowment. 

Now,  it  happens  that  we  have  unoccupied  land 
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in  connection  with  the  Anglo-Chinese  College, 
at  Shanghai,  which,  since  we  acquired  it,  has  rap- 
idly enhanced  in  value.  When  we  shall  have  put 
the  $100,000,  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  for  en- 
dowment on  this  property,  in  the  shape  of  build- 
ings for  rent,  the  capital  now  lying  dormant  in 
land  will  be  brought  into  immediate  use  and  the 
University  will  have  an  endowment  worth  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $200,000,  and  yielding  from  $15,- 
000  to  $20,000  annual  income.  This,  added  to  the 
income  received  from  the  patrons,  which  in  1898 
amounted  to  more  than  $10,000,  will  amply  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  school. 

The  Church  will  then  have  in  China  a thor- 
oughly equipped,  self-supporting  educational 
plant  that  will  give  us  our  proper  place  among  the 
forces  employed  in  supplying  China,  in  this,  her 
day  of  sore  need,  that  Christian  educated,  native 
leadership,  without  which  no  gleam  of  hope  comes 
out  of  the  black  doom  that  with  every  advancing 
decade  seems  drawing  down  more  closely  upon 
her. 

Let  us  now  repeat  the  question  on  our  title  page, 
Shall  we  go  forward?  Or  shall  we  trifle  with 
this  God-given  opportunity  till  it  is  passed  by  or 
is  embraced  by  others  ? 

Does  not  every  noble  impulse,  every  loyal  beat 
of  hearts  that  we  profess  to  have  given  to  our 
Lord,  urge  us  to  answer  as  we  shall  wish  we  had 
when  the  Master  of  the  talents  comes  to  inquire 
of  his  servants  as  to  the  use  they  have  made  of 
them? 
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